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35TH FIGHTER WING
CHANGE OF COMMAND
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Presiding Officer
Lieutenant General Ricky N. Rupp

Commander, United States Forces, Japan
Commander, 5th Air Force

Relinguishing Command
Colonel Michael P. Richard
30 June 2022 - 8 July 2024

Assuming Command

Colonel Paul T. Davidson

8 July 2024
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35TH FIGHTER WING
MISSION
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Provide worldwide deployable forces, protect U.S.
interests in the Pacific and assist in the defense of

Japan with sustained forward presence and

focused mission support.
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CHANGE OF COMMAND
CEREMONY
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The change of command ceremony is a time-honored
tradition, dating back to the 18th century during the reign of
Frederick the Great of Prussia. At that time, organizational
flags were developed with color arrangements and symbols

unique to each particular unit. To this and its commander, the
soldiers of the unit would dedicate their loyalty and trust. When
a change of command was to take place, the flag was passed to
the individual assuming command. This gesture was
accomplished in front of the unit so all could see and
witness the new leader assuming their dutiful position.
The leader who possessed the flag also held the soldiers’
allegiance. This symbolic tradition has survived

throughout military history.

Lieutenant General Ricky N. Rupp and the members of the 35th
Fighter Wing would like to express their appreciation to all for
attending today’s ceremony. This tradition is an important part
of our military heritage, and your presence here today reflects
your support for the wing.

Please take a few moments to welcome Colonel Paul T. Davidson
at a post reception immediately following
the ceremony at the Misawa Club.
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SE@ENCE OF EVENTS
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Opening Remarks

Arrival of the Official Party*
Ruffles and Flourishes

Presentation of the Colors*
Japanese and American National Anthems*
Invocation*

Remarks by Lieutenant General Ricky N. Rupp
Decoration Citation*

Remarks by Colonel Michael P. Richard
Change of Command*

Remarks by Colonel Paul T. Davidson
Wild Weasel F-16 Name Change
Closing Remarks
Air Force Song*

Departure of the Official Party*

*Please rise and render the appropriate courtesies.
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Ve Lieutenant General Ricky N. Rupp

Lieutenant General Ricky N. Rupp is
the Commander, United States Forces,
Japan, and Commander, Fifth Air Force,
Pacific Air Forces, Yokota Air Base,
Japan, and is the senior U.S. military
representative in Japan. He is responsible
for managing bilateral security issues,

overseeing joint and bilateral exercises,

administering the Status of Forces
Agreement, improving combat readiness, and enhancing the quality
of life of 66,000 military and Department of Defense civilian
personnel and 45,000 dependents.

Lt Gen Rupp is a command pilot with more than 5,000 flying
hours in various aircraft, including the C-130E/J, C-17 and T-38.
He acquired operational flying experience during operations Desert
Shield, Provide Promise, Allied Force, Iraqi Freedom and Enduring
Freedom. He has served as a squadron commander, vice wing
commander, wing commander and at various staff assignments in
the major command and sub-unified command levels within the
Department of Defense. Prior to his current assignment, he was
dual-hatted as Commander of the Air Force District of Washington
and the 320th Air Expeditionary Wing, headquartered at Joint Base
Andrews, Maryland.
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Colonel Michael P. Richard
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Colonel Michael P. Richard is the
Commander of the 35th Fighter Wing,
Misawa Air Base, Japan. He commands a
combat-ready F-16CM  fighter = wing
composed of 3,000 personnel and sustains
forces and facilities worth over two billion
dollars. Col Richard oversees an 11,000-

person installation which supports eight |
associate units representing four U.S. |
military services (Air Force, Navy, Army and Space Force) and

the Japan Air Self-Defense Force.

Col Richard received his commission through the Reserve
Officer Training Corps program at the University of Notre Dame in
2002. Col Richard is a command pilot with more than 2,300 hours in
the F16 and has over 400 combat hours in support of Operations
IRAQI FREEDOM, NEW DAWN, and UNIFIED PROTECTOR.

In addition to his flying and command experience, Col Richard is a
graduate of the National War College. Col Richard also earned a
Master of Public Administration degree at the Harvard Kennedy
School as part of the Chief of Staff of the Air Force Scholar’s
Program. He is a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Weapons School.

Prior to his current position, Col Richard served as the 8th Fighter
Wing Vice Commander at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea.
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Colonel Paul T. Davidson
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Colonel Paul “Voodoo” Davidson will
assume command of the 35th Fighter Wing,
Misawa Air Base, Japan.

Col Davidson received his commission and
a Bachelor of Science in Aeronautical
Engineering from the United States Air Force
Academy in 2001. Upon his commission,
he completed his pilot training at Euro-NATO

joint jet pilot training at Sheppard AFB, Texas
in 2003. Following his transition to the F-16,
Col Davidson stationed at Misawa Air Base from 2004 to 2007. He
served multiple operational assignments as a safety liaison officer, chief
of training, assistant chief of scheduling, chief of F-16 wing weapons and
tactics. In addition, Col Davidson served as the Chief of Safety, 57th
Wing and Director of Operations, 64th AGRS, Nellis AFB, 8th
Operations Support Squadron at Kunsan AB, Chief of F-35 Fighter
Branch, SAF/IA, Pentagon, and J521 Branch Chief, NORAD/
USNORTHCOM.

Col Davidson earned a Master of International Relations, Troy
University by Correspondence, a Master of Air and Space Studies, Air
Command and Staff College, and a Master of National Security
Strategy, National War College. Colonel Davidson completed
National Leadership Preparedness Initiative, Cohort XVIII, Harvard
University.

Col Davidson is a command pilot with over 2,000 flying hours in
the F-16, including 250 combat hours in Iraq.

Prior to his current position, Col Davidson served as the 51st Fighter
Wing Deputy Commander at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea.
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