
This Month in 
35th Fighter Wing and Misawa Air Base History 

March 2015 

Since World War II, the historic mission of Misawa Air Base 
has been the defense of Northern Japan and the collection of 
intelligence.  In order to accomplish Misawa’s defensive 
mission, both the Japan and the U.S. have stationed fighter 
aircraft at the air base.  Here are a few of the important March 
anniversaries related to Misawa's fighters: 

March 1, 1952: The U.S. Air Force established the 39th Air 
Division at Misawa Air Base with the mission of providing 
command and control of all aircraft assigned to the air defense 
of Northern Japan.  The Air Division remained in place until 
January 15, 1968, and was Japan and the U.S.'s first line of 
defense against Soviet aggression in the Pacific. 

March 31, 1978: The Japan Air Self-Defense Force’s 3rd Air 
Wing headquarters relocated to Misawa Air Base from 
Matsushima Air Base with the 3rd and 8th Fighter 
Squadrons.  The relocation was in part an effort to 
compensate for the departure of the U.S.'s Pacific Air Forces 
from Misawa in 1972 and the simultaneous removal of U.S. 
fighter assets. 

March 18, 1979: The first Cope Eagle exercise took place on 
Misawa Air Base.  It involved four F-15A Eagles from the 
27th Fighter Squadron, Langley Air Force Base, Virginia, 
and a variety of JASDF aircraft including two F-4EJs and 
two F-104Js from Chitose, and two F-1s and two F-86s from 
Misawa’s 3rd Air Wing. 

March 21, 2003: Misawa Air 
Base's 14th Fighter Squadron 
flew the first non-stealth 
missions over Baghdad, Iraq 
and fired the first AGM-88 
High-Speed Anti-Radiation 
Missile of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The 14th employed all of 
the air-to-ground ordnance in their inventory, including the 
AGM-65 Maverick, AGM-88, GPS-guided bomb and cluster 

munitions, and 20-millimeter cannon. 

Units Assigned to 39th Air Division 
4 FBW 1955-1957 
12 SFW 1953-1954 
21 TFW 1958-1960 
27 FEW (SFW) 1952-1953 
31 FEW (SFW) 1952, 1953-1954 
49 FBW 1953-1957 
407 SFW 1954 
506 SFW 1953 
508 SFW 1953 
4 FIS 1954-1965 
45 TRS 1960-1968 
67 TFS 1967-1968 
339 FIS 1955-1958 
356 TFS 1965-1968 
416 TFS 1960-1964 
418 FDS 1957-1958 
531 TFS 1960-1964 
612 TFS 1965-1968 
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Additional anniversaries for March include: 

March 17, 1942: The first aircraft lands on Misawa Air Base, a Type 1, twin-engine, land-based 
attack bomber assigned to the Misawa Air Group.  The Allied code name for the bomber was 
"Betty." 

March 2-4, 1943: P-38s of the 35th Fighter Group participated in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea.  
On each day of the battle, the 35th Fighter Group's P-38s departed Port Moresby to provide 
escort for B-24s, which were tasked with striking a Japanese convoy in the Bismarck Sea. 

The 39th Fighter Squadron's historian recorded: 

The Battle of the Bismarck Sea took place over a period of two days -- March 3 
and 4, 1943.  It was the culmination of an attempt, by the Japanese, to reinforce 
their hard pressed garrisons in the Buna area. . . . (On) March 3rd, the weather 
was good, and an assembled force of bombers, escorted by P-38s left Port 
Moresby to sink the convoy which was now approximately seventy-five miles off 
Cape Ward Hunt, headed for Lae. . . . As our force approached the convoy, our 
bomber formations were attacked by enemy interceptors.  The ensuing action 
lasted for twenty minutes, as the enemy cover force fought a determined battle to 
save their shipping from destruction. . . . The 39th accounted for five "Zekes," 
three "Oscars," one, "Hap," and one unidentified type plane." 
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The historian continued: 

On March 4th, the second day of the Bismarck Sea Battle, the fight evolved into a 
complete annihilation of the twenty-two ship convoy.  Only eleven planes of the 
39th Squadron went back the second time.  As our bombers and fighters returned 
to complete the destruction that began the day before the enemy air power came 
up to make another interception.  Six more enemy planes were destroyed by the 
squadron.  By the time the bombers and fighters returned to their base at Port 
Moresby, the entire convoy was lying on the bottom of the sea. 

The success of the 35th Fighter Group came at a cost, 
and on March 3, the unit lost three pilots, including 
Capt. Robert L. Faurot, an ace of the 39th Fighter 
Squadron.  However, the success of U.S. forces during 
the Battle of the Bismarck Sea prevented the resupply of 
Japanese forces in New Guinea, demonstrated the 
effectiveness of air power, and helped to ensure Allied 
victory in the region.  (See the mission reports of the 
39th Fighter Squadron, Attachment 1.) 

March 8, 1944: Lt. Col. Thomas J. Lynch died after his 
P-38 Lightning was shot down a mile southwest of 
Aitape, New Guinea over a mangrove swamp.  Lynch is 
the 35th Fighter Wing's all-time top ace with 20 aerial 
victories and remains missing-in-action.  (See the 
newspaper clippings of Lynch's wartime record, 
Attachment 2.) 

March 1, 1950: The 35th Fighter Wing is assigned to 
Fifth Air Force for the first time. 

March 14, 1966: The 35th Tactical Fighter Wing was 
activated at Da Nang Air Base, South Vietnam, flying F-4 Phantom and F-102 Delta Dagger 
fighter aircraft. 

March 23, 1981: General Lew Allen Jr., U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff, visited Misawa Air Base 
to observe the beginning of Cope North 81-2 as a guest of the Government of Japan. 

March 9, 1985: The 432d Transient Alert Section performed its first official function when it 
parked a KC-10 Extender on Misawa’s flight line.  This was the first time a KC-10 Extender 
landed at Misawa Air Base. 

Above:  Capt Robert L. Faurot, Ace. 
Below:  Lt Col Thomas J. Lynch, Ace. 
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: ARTI CI PA  'I CP  BY 39T i FI GHT:  R S  II 4U,  G1 ;, 35'i.'H FI GHT  ;R
GnCiUP , I ?'  TV  BI Si  ARCK SEA BAT̀PLF., 2 , 3 and  

.}. I iARC:;
19  3.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

2  ..  cx 194  :

Si x t e e n F - 3 8   s o f t h e 3 9 t h F i   h t e r Squ a d r o n t o o k

o f f a t 0 7 l  5/ L f r om F o r t r, o r e s b y . Th e i r mi s s i o n wa s  

escort B -2   s wh ich were to attack a Jap anese convoy re-

p o r t e d o f .i t h e   ,To r t h we s t Co a s t o f l   e   r Br i t a i n i n t h e Bi s -

ma r c k Se a . Qu r P - 3 8 ' s f o l l o we d a c o ur s e f r om Po r t P . o r e s -
  b y t o Sa l a:r  a u a , F i n s chh a f e n , a c r o s s t h e Vi t a i z St r a i t s

t o II mb o i I s l an d , t h e n c e t o Cap e Gl ou c e s t e r a nd ou t o v e r

t h e b i s ma r c k Se a t o a p o i n t So u t h o f t h e Wi t u I s l a nd

Group . Du e to storm y w eath er ov er th e  3lsm arck Sea ,

ou r f l i g h t s we r e a t t i   !e s o u t o f s i g h t o f t h e b omb e r s

a n d o u r f l i g ra s d i d n o t s e e t h e e ne my c o n v o y . Cn t r e

r e t u r n t r i p a t a u o i n t 5 0 mi l e s 4JI 1VJ o f Ar a we , r:e w   3r i t -

ain , at 0930/L , vur form ation sigh ted thr ee enemy Oscars

  flying b elow a t abou t 10 ,000 feet th at app earea to be

s h a d o wi n g o ur b or  b e r s . Cu r f l i   h t s f r om a r_ a l t i t u d e o f

15 ,000 feet d iv ad in a stern attack on th e Oscar s. I'wo

o.
f th e Cscars turned into our d iv in` attack (the oth er

0 s c a r t u r ne d t a i l ) a n d b o t p  o f t h e 0 s c a r s wh i ch e ng a g e d

u s we r e d e f i n i t e l y d e s t r o y e d i n t h e b r i e f e n s u i ng, e ng a g e -

me n t . Cu r f l i g h t r e t ur n e d t o Po r t r,To r e s b y wi t h r.o d am-

age or casu alties, land ing at 11151L .

1

1 ,,      , _ /  
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'       x  191 3:
l s t Mi s s i e n ; Si x t e e n P- 38   s ©f t h e 39 t h Fi gh t e r

Squ adr ©n t o ok o f f f r om Pa r t N o r a sb y a t 08 50  L t o e s c or t

b omb e r s wh i ch Re r e t o a t t a c k t h e Jap ane s e conv o y r ep o r t -

e d i n t h e Hu on Gu l f appr ®a ch i ng t h e e nemy b as e of La e ,

New Guinea . The siateen P-38 s of tha 39th Fighter Sq-

u adr on and s i a t e e n P - 38   s ®f t h e 9t h Fi gh t e r 5quad r o n

wera the entire fighter cover for the striking force of

ou r b ©mb e r s . Th e f i g ht e r s and b omb er s r e nd e zv ou s e d at
 

Cap e War d $ un t an d h e ad e d NNE . Th e Ja an e s e conv©   ap y s

s i gh t ed and a t t h e t i m.e e u r f or ma t i on Wa s at 1 5 , 00 0

feet to 18,000 feet, the 9th Fighter Squadron was at

appr ox i mat e l y 1 5 , 000 f e e t and t h e bo mb er s we r e at 5 , 000

feet to 12,000 feet. When our fermati©n was appr©ai-

mately 25 to 30 miles from the c®nvoy appr©ximately 25

e n eany f i gh t e r s ( Ze ke s , Fiap s an d Os c ar s } we r e s i gh t e d

1 5 t o 20 mi l ®s away b e t we e n ou r f o r mat i on and t h e co nvoy . 
our f or mat i on pu l l ed ah e ad o f t h e b omb er s and s t ar t e d

c l i mb i ng f o r a l t i t ud e pr ep ar at o r y t o a t t a c ki ng t h e e n emy

formation . The enemy fighter planes started maneuvering ,
i n wh a t app e ar ed t o b e a p o s i t i on t o at t a c k t h e b omb e r s .  

  Ou r f o rmat i o n h i t t h ® e n emy f i g h t er s b e f or e t h ey g o t i
1 -' to our bombers. Whan the initial attack was made ©n the  i
i Jap fighters they were at e pproxim ately nine o clocki

hi gh f rom our bc  nber s and 10 t o 15 mi l es f r om t he con -
voy. Our bombers were able to maka their runs without

1
.  /   G _   8

2
-
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t h e i r f o r ma t i on t e i n g b r o k e n b y t h e e n emy f i  ̀; -i t e r s . '  en

t o f i f t e er_ o t h er e n e  y f i gh t e r s vie r e a t a pp r ox i ma t e l
,y

3,000 feet directly over the convoy . In the effort to

ke ep t h e e n emy f i gh t er s f r om a t t a c k i ng ou r b omb er s , p a r t

of ou r f i gh t e r s we n t do  m an d eng ag e ct t h e en emy f or rla t i on

which was down low . Our fighters stayed over the enemy

c onv oy u n t i l a l l b omb e r s l e f t t h e c orw o s a nd t ov k s oYUe

o f t h e e n e r  y f i Fh t e r s o f   t h e t a i l s o f t h e l a s t o f o u r

   ; omb e r s t o l e a v e t h e c o n v o y . "i 'h i s e n g a g eme n t l a s t ed f r om

1 0 0 0 / L u n t i l 1 0 2 5/ L , i n t h e c o u r s e o f wi ii c h t h e 3 4 t r F i -

g h t e r S 1u a d r e n d e f i n i t e l y d e s t r •o y e d t e n o f t h e e n emy

f i Eh t e r s , a n d d ama g e d t,Y . r a e o t h e r e n e ny f i g h t e r s . Th r e e

o f o u r o wn p i l o t s ci i d n o t r e t u r n t o b a s e a f t e r t h i s c o mb a t

a nd a r e l i s t e d a s rui s s i n   i n   c t i o n . On e o f o u r P - 3 8   s

wa s d cr na g e d 'o y e n err  y f i r e , l a n d i r .g a t Do b od u r a , a n d t h e

r ema i n d e r r e t u r n e d t o P o r t    o r e s b y .

  2 n d h2i s s i o n :  it 1 3 3 0 / L e l ev e n P - ; E    s o t' t iz e 3 9 t h

: 'i gh t e r Squ a d r o n t o o k o f f f r o m  ' e r t   :o : e s b y o n a mi s s i .o n

t o e s c o r t b omb e r s rrh i ch we r e t o a t     .c
k t h e J a n a n e s e c o n -

v o y i n t h e Hu o n Gu l f .   'h e 3 9 t h r 'i   h t e r Sa u a d r o n a n d t h e

9 t h r 'i Eh t e r 3 qu a d r o n we r e n r o v i d i r,  ti he co v e r £o r t h e b omb -

e r s . Ou r s qu a d r o n wa s c l o s e - c o v e r a n d t h e 9 t h F i   t e r '

5 qu a d r o n wa s t op - c o v e r . Th e f i   h t e r s a n d b omb e r s r e n de z -

v v u s ed o f f Ca o e  r a r d Nu n t a n d p r o c e e d e d t o t h e l o c a t i o n

o f t h e con v oS . Th e 39t h r i gh t e r 3qu a d r on wa s we av i ng

ov er t h e bomb er s a t a pp r ox i ma t e l y 1 2 , 00 0 f e e t . k s t h e

1 i v C   i   3
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b omb e r s at ar t e d t h ei r r un o n t h e r emai n i ng sh i p s vf t h e

c onvoy , e nemy f i gh t er p l ane s , wh i ch x e r e ov e r t h e c©nv oy ,

at t emp t e d i n t e r c ep t i ©n o f t h e b©mb er s . Th e f l i gh t s ®f t h e

39t h Fi gh t e r Squa dr on di v e d i n an at t a c k e n t h e i nt e r c  ap t -

i ng e n e n  p l ane a i n an e f f e r t t ® pr o t e at t h e bomb er s and

s u c c e e d e d i n s c at t e r i ng t h e e n emy f i gh t er s ov er a   i d e

ar e a . A f o rmat i ©n of e nem  f i gh t e r s o v er t he conv oy

an d abov e t h e 39t h Fi g h t e r S quadr on f o rma t i on d i v ed on

  t h a 39 t h Fi  r  it er Squ adr on p l an e s wh e n our i n i t i a l at t a c k

wa s mad e on t h e i n t e r c ep t i ng en erny p l a ne s .   h e e nemp

convoy wss apread over an area of appro im ately 150 sq-

uare miles and a 9eries ©f individual dog fighta took

p l a c e b e t We e n t h e membe r s o f th e 39t h Fi gh t e r 3 qu adr ®n

and t h e Jap ane s e f i g ht e r s o ve r t h e s c a t t e r e d r eann ant s o f

the convoy. There were appr©ximatel t 20 to 25 enemy fight- '

e r s i n t h e me l e e . Du r i ng th e e ng ag eme n t t h e 39t h Fi glrit ar I

  3quadron succeeded in keaping the enem  so split and en-

g ag e d t h at t h e b c  nb e r s we r e ab l e t o mak e t he i r r un s a t
i

masthead height with virtually no enamy  'ighter opposi-
 

.
 

t i on . Th a 3 9t h Fi g h t er Squ adr o n di d no t l e av e t h e er e a  

,
un t i l our b eanb er s h ad mad e t h e i r r u ns an+d l e f t t h e ar e a .
Th is engagement lasted from approximately 1515/L to 15 

.
5/L  

during vrhich time the 39th Fighter Squadron destroyed ene

en emy f i gh t er p   ane and f i v e e n e ay p l an e s we r e pr ob abl   ,
d e s t r o ye d . Our f or mat i on s uf f e r ®d na damag e or c asu a l -

t i e s and. l and e a a t h mb adu r a a t 16 30/ L .

 
  ' .

 
.N c L - 1 8 4
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iti i  RCH 1943 :

`
_
"we l    e F' - 3     s o f t h e 3 9 t h r 'i  *h t e r   a u a a r o n t o o k o f f

a t 1 1 1 0   L t o e s c or t ,  -   0 ' s a r d   e a u f i ;*_
h t e r s o n a s t r i k e

mi s s i o n t o L a e an d : :.a
l ah a ng an d t o s t r a f e s  a r v i v o r•s o f t h e

e n er  y t s   ; i s ma r c k Se a Co n v o y . :  f t or t h e b o r b c r s rla d c omp l -

e t e u t r-. e i r mi s s i o n a n d a t 1 2 3 0 / L o u r f o r m.a t i o n c o n t a c t a d

a f o ? raa t i o n o f   e t we e n t e n t o t we l v e e r_e  - :y f z     t e •r s ( Ze k e s

a n a C' s c a r s ) r a l f  va y b e t we e n I,' a l a h a n g a n d F i n s ch h a f e n .   h e

e n emy f i   h t e r s we r e a t 7 , 0 0 0 f e a t . Ou r  , o r ma t i o n r.l a d e a
   

d i v i r_g a t t a c k f r om 12 , 0 00 f e e t on t t  e e n en y p l an e s a t

  , GOG f e e t . I n t h e c o u r s e o f t h i s e n   a   e r .e n t o u r f o r ma t i o n

d e f i n i t e l y d e s t r o y e d f o u r e n emy f i  ;h t e r s a n d a
.ama   e d

s ev en e n emy f i  ,h t e r s . ITo ca s u a l t i e s wor e s u s t a i n e a t o

our• f or ma t i on . Al l n i l o t s r e t ur n e d t o b a s e s a f e l v b e t we e n

1 330/ L a n d 1   1 .5
/ L . On e P - 3   wa s d ama   e d b v e n err v 2Qm¢n

f i r e
 

'+"   " ' +   " F'  'f' { " I"'   ' T "   ' I" t -t- "  '   " } T + T + 'F" F"     "  " ' I" F" I"   '   '   ' f"   ' I" }' + ' * '   ' + ' I" I"   Y i " " '   T ' i ' "}"  " t"+   " t '

.  
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CATASAUQUA AIRMAN 

BECOMES BATTLE ACE 

Captain Thomas J. Lynch, 26-
year-old Catasauqu- Army flier, be-
came an ace as he celebrated the end 
of 1942, in glorious style by shooting 
down two Jap planes in a 20-minute 
scramble over the ""una area n 
Thursday. 

It brought Lynch's score to four 
Jap Zero planer in two fights in less 
than a week and he was credited 
officially with six planes since he 
shot down two Japs last May when 
flying a PT39. 

A flier becomes an ace after shoot-
ing down five or more enemy planes. 

The flier who had already .been 
deqorated with a silver star for his 
previous flights against the Japs had 
a flight into battle twice with war 

correspondents in the New Guinea 
zone hailing the feat as / "virtually i 
shootifcg the enemy ."rom the skietf in | 
a series of savage sweeps." 

The Catasauqua flier's parents] 
;had received information on Thurs- i 
day of the earlier flight this week. 
They, are Mr. and Mrs. William 
Lynch, 426, Walnut Street, of that | 
borough. 



Brings D o w n I ^ V e n i i n 
I | | t | ' ^ ^ P ^ ^ H ^ ^ K S 

i ra ted as races m i m ^ ^ ^ ^ m M m 

J p T O j m ^ ^ p ^ d j ^ ^ fthMi^'ctay : 

q y e r N e w Guinea i a H m ^ ^ M ; -to ' ^ h i c h ; 16 
I ' l M l f f f l ^ f r ^ r ^ American l ^ ^ ^ a d r o n ; isliidt down '24 J a n 
m S ^ S ^ ^ ^ k M H ^ t live a t 426 
W B S ^ m ^ ^ m m W ^ has been ¿ftSf&e tt^k o£-the?fig?hting for sev-^ a r ; j : m o n t h s in the Southwestern pacific theater of war." ' 



| CATASAUQUAN WINS "D. F. G." j 
IS SECOND DECORATION 

Captain Thomas J. Lynch, Cata-•sauqua,, who a few days ago was i credited with having brought down his eleventh Jap plahej has been awarded the -Distinguished ïlytog Cross; according to announcement made yesterday by Lieutenant Gen-eral George C. Eemiëy, commandder of the Allied Air Forces of thé area. The, award waa given Captain Lynch' tor "extraordinary ? achiôve-, ment" ' in.v having participated in more than 60 operational fllgHt mis-' sions fcgainat the enemy in -the Southwest Pacific.* -•-"This ia 'tfeé>". second décoration . won by the 26-year-old son' of Mr, and Mrs. Wiliam Lynch. Last year 
te reoived the silver star decoration y Lieutenant George H. Brett for l ^ y i n a ^ i ^ J h g ^ w e s t 



Major Thomas Lynch To Marry Saturd<^ 
The marriage* or Metfor Thomas. Lynch, Catasauqua hero who is home from the aerial war of the South Pacific, to his "prom girl", Rose-mary Pullen, of Swissvale, suburban Pittsburgh, will take place Saturday morning. The cermeony will be performed Saturday at 10 a. m. in St. Anslem's Church, Swissvale. The attendants will include Mrs. Donald Oswald of Catasauqua, sister of Major Lynch, as a bridesmaid, and William Lynch, younger brother, an usher. Others in the bridal party will be j Mary Durry, roommate Of Miss Full- j en at Seton Hill College, where she: met Major Lynch; Sergeant Walter | Fullen of the Army Air Forces, bro-j ther of the bride-to-be, as best man, | and Edward Fallen, also a brother, | as usher. • ! Major Lynch and Miss Fullen met four years ago, while the courageous airman was a student at the Univer-sity of Pittsburgh. He has been ordered to repor1 to Washington, D. C., the first week of November for transfer back to a theater of war. 



I |.t -Col. Thomas Lynch, Ai r Ace, 
Catasauqua , Ki l led In Action 

JSS^S^t^ hero from Catasauqua Pa. wun 

m&figsm. 

department, a member of his wiles 
i 3 m l Lynch, almost prosteated by . thfs^rieft two ̂ s from̂her 
husband unopened, mey a." 
short!? after the ^ a m . 
. Their wedding „ rQ_ 
furlough ^ F a A t C S l e g e U e e mance that began at a college u 
four jr\>frSfic feeS after turned to the Pacmc i h h 

C°^e?eport he had shot dOjm his 

department the same day of j u s m 

m S ) Wagner, of Johnstown, who 

^ c r f f i e S ^ a pasture 
while on a tour of duty in .TO» 

^ t t f t t t Col. Wagner, th*n 26 was th^ybungest Lieutenant^ 
' ] ColoneV;in.̂® Army*:,- -

undcrfccL 



l^yncJhj Ihâyyias "37 

Expresses Hòp$ 
That Gol. LyfléN 

>1944; 
Lieutenant ' GÔkmel /^OHjasTTaV 

: Ijmch was -shoV dO r̂a Whlle straSiig-, 
: a. Japanese ship- oS 'tile' northern \ 
ìcoàst of New Guinea on > Màrchi 8, 
'«aid -UP. ' n o t ' [ 
; may have ; suryivèà"_.the pàfa§hy.té 
,.léap' «from ' his •• plïirie',' • Lieutënaht' 
Generali" George C.' Kénneyr3'ôi$-> 
mander'i'df the ' Fifth .Air . i i^eef 
wrote in $né- tìfVtwo letters 'ïëceWep: 
yéstêfda^.by. the .paot's»pareà$S',iÌ(Ìr. 'and! Mf.s- William.- J. Lynch,-of 

; Walnut.' étreët'^- Çatâsauqua. 
' The ' second"-fetter; a ' noté jkjcdM 

: dolence, ' came 'from G6rieral~Dqug-
i las' MacArthur, ëupreméc&ffin^jidei 
i of. the Southwest.,Paçiflc'areà«>~_'>:-

: Colonel I$nch, wl^- 20 kili'S ;tp ¿is 
.credit/ - was flying -a mission swith 
naptsân. William Sonç-.whô -'ciriied' 
the? area for some time after «thè, 
O'atasauqûa airman" left--lus,-..dis*: 
abled ship bût was "unable^tó^tell;. 
whether- Colonel Lynch ; ha^J^ui^ -
Vived the leap ..into ttraHMMg' 
wooded area. . •. -..' , 4 '-. >'•> ¿^iixgfts 

Colonel Lynch was shot down on 
the day following .his : élévation-
from . the rank : of .major, and iless 
than' thrçe'. months after ¡he mar-
ried tlie ' former- Rosemary Fuller 
of Swissvâle, *Pa., . while on a . 30-
,day leave. ' y, ;•;'''•.''.-,-'̂ -.yK-. M -
. General MacArthur's ' letter. • fol-
lows: ', v . ;. .i ' ."">•"' • • ", • V ! 

[ ;"I cannot ' express to you .the 
I poignancy of my regret; at jj the 
1 death.of. your. sen. His. Beryîce uìl-
ider njibi was .charàcterizedri»-by, .h ŝ 
; complete ' devotion '-tò^tò-^&góàftiy* 
! an^ his., noblè > death -* imjpreg^teg, 
! him ..with jts imperishable ^ t f c ' -J-
have Iù'st a gallant- connnarider-ln-]. 

•ira» and'with you mour'n'a splendi 
! did gentleman." ;', ; "'. .• • T ;; 

The letter .from General- Kenney 
follows;,. • -r.'v'• >: ' ' • 
' "I have always had t£fe great con-i 
fidence in Tom as one Qf the aiost 
capable fighter, pilots in thè theater. 
Endowed with high courage and 
leadership, he * brought 'lh}s,- men 
through danger to ^victory on: inainy. 
occatsiohs. His personality* and hi£; 
gallaûtry in :activé, combat with the 
enemy) endeared him to all of --uS^ 

"There is little ~ I can tell 
abo.ut the : accident. . The. .engine of 
ìiis airplane wag set on fire by'.the,. 
Japanese. While he was strafing a. 
ship along the northèrn coast . 'of 
New Guinea. He' bailed out but-.it, 
is believed by Captain Bong, Whb 
was with hipi, that his parachute; 
did not have tlhré -/to'bperi;-wThe: I 
captain circled the place where 'he, 
went down hut was .unable vtd À see i 
anything, as the country is thieScly" 
wooded. . " ' --,c 

"Ç do not think; :lt is fair tói hold' | 
I out -'much hope that . he survived; 1 the jump, but -tha,t is not "iaipiosr» 
slble. If he -has;-he will hàyë.-Jbegh/1 
. taken prisoner and .you will '-receive. ( 
:word .through the Red Cross. ' : 

i '"Tom wis one' òf the: heroes : then 
•Fifth Air Force can never forget. 
We • will ;.flhd it more, tflflrcuÌfiHò, 
earry; on'; without him. But '7his, 
memory will help " thqse. oi; us. -who: 
are left - to keep up Jhe fight;for 

• the things he believed in; the things 
for whlchr he sacrificed ;so much.'îy i i w ? m 


