CC open line October
Family days and school days off are scheduled ahead of time. So why aren’t family days scheduled in conjunction with the days the kids have off of school?

In PACAF, we have several school systems that are under a U.S. like system and their school days are driven by that. Our school days are operated under DoDDs, which is independent and separate. The Pacific Air Forces commander, in coordination with the folks back in the states, determine which days can be taken off. There are a lot of variables that go in to what days can be taken and I think that is one that may be too hard to include. The frustration is felt by all who have kids.
I heard the base is reducing the number of Child Development Centers to one. What does that mean for the children who attend the CDC? And does that mean the second CDC in the north area will close its doors?

That is an initiative that we have been working hard with at the 35th Mission Support Group,  and several things have contributed us to pull the trigger on it. The main CDC area on main base was operating fairly well under capacity. We have all received a lot of requests from our families who have really liked the main base facility and wanted to go there instead of north base. In order to consolidate staff and do a little more smarter usage of our facilities, we ended up going forward with that initiative to just keep the main base CDC. At the same time, we are dovetailing that with our school age programs. Right now, we want to get to a point where the Cheli’s School Age program supports the Sollars Elementary school, so kids in the main base area only have to travel across the street from the school. We are also trying to have the Zemur School Age program coincide with Cummings Elementary. With that, parents can drop their kids off in the morning, and they will just walk around the corner to their respective schools and back after school. 

Similar to the recent changeover in the U.S., Japan now broadcasted a digital television signal. The signal received through base housing still uses the analog format. So when will a digital signal with both AFN and Japanese television be available in base housing units?

AFN is going to continue to broadcast with an analog signal for the next 12 months. They are going to explore a feasible contract to see if we cannot provide a high definition service provider on base. But that is going to be a work in progress and something we pursue over the course of this year.

With the no-smoking policy in effect specifically for tower residents, the use of smokers, charcoal and gas grills are still around. The smoke and fumes billow into the units to the point where it is unbearable making my eyes water. With young children, we are either forced to leave the unit, or shut all doors and windows making the summer heat and humidity torture. Could I propose a more community grill next to each tower similar to those at the base beach?
Only propane grills are allowed on the patios. You shouldn’t have the grills chugging along for hours and hours putting smoke in your neighbor’s houses. The golden rule applies here. If it is bugging someone, then you probably shouldn’t be doing it.

Since we are doing so poorly on PT here, why make it harder? In the winter, we need to plow the jogging path at least once a day. I know it’s a hardship, but what other options do we have for outdoor running? The road is the only thing plowed that is certainly not an ideal location for runners.
We have identified the high school track as well as the mile and a half course out at the north area by the Freedom Fitness Center and added those to the priority three areas for snow removal. We will get to that area through priority as we did last year.

At night, others and I have trouble seeing personnel crossing Falcon Drive from the Japan Air Self Defense Force  building to the parking lot west of the gas station. The JASDF personnel wear dark blue uniforms or green flight suits making it very difficult to see at night. The trees on the hillside cause headlights to cast shadows obscuring the view of the stairs. Would it be possible to install a street light adjacent to this cross walk to provide adequate lighting and increase the safety of those using the cross walk?
Putting up lights is going to affect the clear zone for the runway. The lighting on poles is very problematic because of the airfield regulations and what you can put there. We are working it but I think we are going to have to default a little bit in the near future to awareness for the folks crossing the road there.

The self help store at the Civil Engineer Squadron changes operating hours. They were open on Saturdays during the summer and those hours were convenient. Will those hours still continue?

CE has recognized that there are exceedingly popular hours in customer service so they are going to extend those hours out to the Dec. 31 to let us see what our demands are for the winter season. They will have the usual items, including winter specific things like de-icers and snow blowers. The hours are going to be Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Would it be possible to lower the short pillar style road barriers that block the covered driveways to each residential tower? I understand the anti-terrorism measure, however, I feel very safe at Misawa Air Base and this will help families every day if only in small ways. Busy mothers wouldn’t have to make several trips to carry groceries, movers could unload household goods without having to negotiate around barriers and sidewalks, and I could drive my wife right up to the tower entrance when it’s raining so she doesn’t have to get soaked?

CE has been working with the anti-terrorism office and force protection office to take a look at that. On the main base area, we anticipate having the bollards removed for the tower area around Nov. 30. For the north area, the loading and unloading lanes allow you to drive up right underneath the building. That solution is a little different so we have a drop arm project that we have funded and are looking to put in place. The project is on-going.
I just recently PCS’d from USAFE and I worked at the NCO club. Every last Friday of the month, we would have the supervisors and subordinates go out to the NCO club and they would drink, watch movies and play games. I was wondering if that was possible for us to do that over here?

I’m all for that. There are other things we already do that are similar to that. The Force Support Squadron hands out bonzai bucks once a year to each of the squadron commanders that help them with programs within that squadron. They can’t buy alcohol with the bonsai bucks but you can sit down and have a mentorship lunch or something like that. Just getting out of the work center and allowing people to talk and get to know each other is great. 
I was recently in the pass and ID building, and my nine month old baby needed to be changed. I went to the ladies room and was surprised to find that there was not a baby changing table. I thought there would be one knowing the customer service lobby is not an appropriate place for this. The only other option I had was a small wood end table in the corner that was used to hold toilet paper. I’m sure I am not the only parent surprised at this and I am hoping a changing table can be installed.

The facility manager of that building is looking into what kind of options we have to install that feature in the pass and ID building. The building was constructed prior to those features being required by code so we don’t have it. With all the new construction on base, that feature is incorporated.

I have a concern with gate guards. I often see Japanese Nationals being waved on base without IDs being checked. I am assuming they know the people and they are letting them on with facial recognition. Regardless, I still think this is a security issue and I thought the DBIDS program was started to verify a person’s identity making sure their license wasn’t suspended. I think there should be something done about this.

There is a rational for that. The least experienced employee has been working here at least eight years, and the bulk of them are between 10 and 25 years of service doing that exact job. They are long serving in the community and serving our force. For our American personnel, or SOFA folks with a CAC, the DBIDS system is the primary system used to verify on base access. JASDF are currently not on DBIDS, however, for the local guards, the visual recognition is one of the acceptable ways to traffic through the gate and during our high traffic times.

Yankees or Phillies?

Phillies, easy.

